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Introduction 

James Cook University’s Graduate Certificate of Ridge to Reef Sustainable Development is a bespoke 
teaching and learning program developed in support of the Pacific Community’s Ridge-to-Reef (R2R) 
management program. The R2R program aims to maintain and enhance the value and resilience of 
Pacific Island countries ecosystem goods and services through integrated approaches to land, water, 
forest, biodiversity and coastal resource engagement that contribute to poverty reduction, sustainable 
livelihoods and climate resilience. 

The Ridge to Reef Sustainable Development teaching program is built on James Cook University’s 
world-leading profile in teaching and research focussed specifically on the tropical world. The Ridge to 
Reef teaching program focusses on up-skilling local practitioners via an integrated series of high quality 
learning units delivered by James Cook University’s expert teaching staff.  

Ridge to Reef is an initiative of Global Environment Facility. The Global Environment Facility unites 183 
countries in partnership with international institutions, civil society organizations, and the private sector 
to address global environmental issues while supporting national sustainable development initiatives. 

Global Environment Facility identified the information and skills required by the Pacific Island 
communities and developed, in conjunction with James Cook University a Postgraduate program to 
meet these needs. 
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Graduate Certificate of Ridge to Reef Sustainable Development 

There are four subjects in the Graduate Certificate of Ridge to Reef Sustainable Development [EV5961 
Ecosystem Dynamics, EV5960 Project Management R2R, EV5963 Ridge to Reef tools and EV5962 
Governance R2R]. See Subjects descriptions below. 

This Program commenced in second semester 2017 with EV5961 Ecosystem Dynamics, with students 
completing subsequent subjects in the following semesters, with the final subject [EV5962 Governance 
R2R] being completed in first semester, 2019.  
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Students success in the Graduate Certificate of Ridge to Reef Sustainable 
Development Program 

Thirty six students have successfully completed all four subjects in the Graduate Certificate of R2R 
Sustainable development Program. These students are to be congratulated on their success given the 
challenges that some students face i.e. poor internet access. In general, students did very well in the 
four subjects, with more than 28% of students receiving grades of Distinction or High Distinction in 
each of the subject, aligning with quality university standards. 

Graduation Ceremony 

Students that successfully completed all four subjects in the Graduate Certificate of R2R Sustainable 
Development will be attending an Attendance Graduation Ceremony at the Tanoa Hotel, in Nadi, Fiji, 
2019. The Ceremony will be on Wednesday, 31st July, 2019 at 3.00pm.  

The Graduate Diploma of R2R Sustainable Development  

These successful students will then commence the first subject in the Graduate Diploma of R2R 
Sustainable Development. The first subject is EV5965 Best Practice Management Tools – R2R will include 
a five-day intensive face-to-face component, in Nadi, Fiji (following the graduation). 

All students must complete the first two subjects [EV5965 Best Practice Management Tools R2R and 
EV5964 Integrated Management of R2R Ecosystems]. Then students will have the option to choose 
either the Management stream or the Technical stream. 

Figure 1: Student’s grades for all four subjects in the Graduate Certificate of Ridge to Reef Sustainable 
Development. P= Pass, C = Credit, D = Distinction, HD = High distinction 
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Future Opportunities and Directions 

The current Ridge to Reef teaching program has been successful when judged either by student 
successes or by the large number of requests for additional students to join the program. However, 
moving from the Graduate Certificate to the Graduate Diploma provides the opportunity to reassess the 
details of the program to respond to changing needs, for instance in response to changed training 
needs to accommodate recommendations to mainstream ecosystem goods and services. A number of 
models are possible. From the JCU teaching point of view some change in the details of what is 
delivered is possible, as long as this aligns with program needs, and as long as the integrity of the 
overall program isn’t affected. On the other hand, it would be possible to deliver additional 
complimentary modules, for instance as hands-on in-field activities that mixed teaching and learning 
with the delivery of actual Ridge to Reef activities.  

In line with the many request for additional students (both from within and outside the Ridge to Reef 
project) to join the Ridge to Reef subjects, JCU is exploring options to fill this need, and is moving to 
develop a set of similar but extended set of offering for delivery into the region in the near future. 


